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Poetry Contest on a “Sense of Place” 2025

Winner: One with heart by Eleni Ntzoumani (Greece)

GREEK VERSION

‘Eva pe kapdid

OT1av pe pwTAvE va TTW TO AYATINKEVO POU YEPOG OTN YN,
0 VOUG Jou TpEXEl o€ Téoa.
Toéoa MiBadia, Tdéoa Bouvd, TOoa TTOTAUIA, TOOEG BAAACTES, TOOOUG KATAPPAKTEG,

160N QUACN TTOU £XW ETTIOKEPOEI.

Otav e pWTAVE VA TTw TO AyaTTNUEVO PHOU PEPOG OTN YN,
0 VOUG Jou Tpéxel o€ Tdéoa.
Téoa youaeia, Tooeg BIBAIOBAKES, TOOA BEaTPA, TOCA CIVEUA, TOOEG EKOETEIG CWYPAPIKNAG,

TOON TEXVN TTOU £XW ETTIOKEPOEI.

OT1av pe pwTdve va TTwW TO AYATTNKEVO POU YEPOG OTN YN,

0 VOUG Jou TpEXEl o€ TOoa.

Tooeg OTIYUEG TTEPNPAVIAG, OTIYMES XAPAG, OTIYUEG EvBouaiaouou,

ME avOPWTTOUG TTOU aYaTTW KAl KAAW aipa Pou, aveCapTATWS av eival.
Téoa 6uop@a cuvaicbAuara,

OTa OTTOIx ETTIOTPEPW TOKTIKA OTTOTE VIWOW ATTOTTPOCAVATONIOUEVN,

M€ HOVOUG XAPTEG TOUG VEUPWVEG TOU EYKEPAAOU LIOU.
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Ma étav pe pwTdve va TTw TO AYOTTNUEVO JOU PEPOG TNV YN,
Kal TTaipvw emTéAoug Babid avdoa TTpIv aTTavTow,

0 VOUG JOU OTOUOTA va TPEXEL.

Kai 0 Xpévog Twv avadpopIKWY aVAPVATEWY

TTAYWVEl 0TO BAEUMA TOU.

H amé@aaon yia 10 1010 gival TO ayatTnuévo Hou PEPOG OTn yn TTAPONKe ABOUAa TNV PEPQ TTOU TOV yVWPIoA, diXwg
EYW VA TO KATAAGBwW, KAl £€T01 OTAV PE PWTAVE, N ATTAVTNON gival TTavTa pia.

Ekeivog.
To ayatrnuévo pou Pépog eival OTTou gival eKeivog.
Av rpétrel Aoitrév va 1o TTepIypdyw, Ba TTw OTI gival YEPATO QWG KAl E0TAOIC.

‘Exel ammiBuevo Badog , kai gival TToAU TBavo yéoa o€ autd va Xabeig, Ouwg yia TpwTn opd oTn {wr oou va punv
VIWCOEIG XAUEVOG.

Atrotrvéel npepia, v TTAAAETaI Kal auTd OTOUg PUBUOUG TOU OIKOGUGCTHOTOG TOU.

ATT6 TO OTOUA TOU Byaivouv TTETAAOUDEG VW) ATTO TIG TOETTEG TOU TTEPTOUV XAUW OTTOPOI TTOU QUTPWVOUV pUpIa
aypioAoUAouda.

MouAid kGBovTal GTOUG WHOUG TOu, TOUG QEPVEI KAODIG Kal eKEiva Tou TTAEKOUV OTE@AVIQ, Gav va ‘Tav 1n Tou Mdn .
Ta paTa Tou pudkia dpoaepd, KABPEPTICOUV Ta XapOYEAQ TWV TTEPACTIKWY TTOU OKUBouUV va ediydoouy,

Kl Ol ayKAAIEG TOU TPUPEPES aav Avoign PETE atrd Bapu XEIMWVA.

Eival EexwpioTd 10 OIKO POU ayaTTNUEVO JEPOG.

JUMUETEXEI TO iDI0 O€ AEIPOPES OPATTNPIOTNTEG KAl €ival JEAOG O€ TTEPIBAAAOVTIKEG KOIVOTNTEG, EUTTVEOVTAG EPEVA
Kal GAAoUG va dpAaoupE yia To auplo.

MeTagépeTal cuveXwg o€ dIAPOPES TOTTOOETIEG,

Ouwg 6TTOU KAl av Eival,

otav oTékeoal diTTAa Tou,

TTAVTO OOU QAIVETAI TTWG TO PEPOG TTOU BEG va KOITAG gival govaxa va.

Ekeivov.

Agv ATav £pWTAG PE TNV TTPWTN PATIA, €ival EpwTag o€ KABE uaTid.
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ENGLISH VERSION (Author - sanctioned translation

One with heart

When they ask me to name my favorite place on Earth,

my mind races to so many.

So many meadows, so many mountains, so many rivers, so many seas, so many waterfalls, so much nature |
have visited.

When they ask me to name my favorite place on Earth,

my mind races to so many.

So many museums, so many libraries, so many theaters, so many cinemas, so many exhibitions of painting and
literature, so much art | have experienced.

When they ask me to name my favorite place on Earth,

my mind races to so many.

So many moments of pride, moments of joy, moments of excitement, with people | love and call my own blood,
regardless of whether they truly are.

So many beautiful emotions.

But when they ask me to name my favorite place on Earth,
and | finally take a deep breath before | answer,

my mind stops racing.

And the time of nostalgic memories freezes in his gaze.

The decision about what my favorite place on Earth is was made unconsciously the day | met him, without me
even realizing it. And so, when they ask me, the answer is always the same.

Him.

My favorite place is wherever he is.

So if | must describe it,

| would say it is full of light and warmth.

It has unfathomable depth, and it is very likely that within it, you may get lost, but for the first time in your life, you
won't feel lost.

It emanates calm, yet it pulses with the rhythms of its own ecosystem.

Butterflies exit his mouth, while seeds fall

from his pockets where countless wildflowers grow.

Birds sit on his shoulders. He brings them branches, and they weave crowns for him, as if it were May Day.
His eyes, like cool streams, reflect the smiles of passersby who bend down to drink,

and his hugs are tender, like spring after a long winter.

My favorite place is unique.

It participates equally in sustainable activities and is a member of environmental communities, inspiring me and
others to act for tomorrow.

It travels to various locations,

but wherever it is,

when you stand beside it,

the only place you ever want to look at is

Him.

It wasn’t love at first sight, it is love in evey sight.
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